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Jude Gold is one cool dude. The fact that he has toured, 
recorded and performed with big name bands and celebrity 
singers may add to his mystique, yet in reality he seems as 
laid back as a college student on vacation. Then again, he’s 
been living in California most of his life. Those easygoing 
vibes have to go somewhere.
Still, Gold has built a career that could be the envy of any 
musician.
As an electric guitarist, he’s been plugged in to legendary 
rock groups, including JGB (formerly the Jerry Garcia Band), 
as well as newer musical sensations like American Idol 
LaToya London.
Yet it is his composer’s hat that brings him front and center 
this weekend when “Jamie’s Song,” a musical adaptation 

based on an earlier play by Ed Bullins, one of the most influential writers of 20th-century 
African American theater and Distinguished Artist-in-Residence at Northeastern University, 
debuts at Blackman Theatre in Boston.
A musical metaphor for social struggle, sexuality, racial conflict and generational change, 
“Janie’s Song” depicts the events of a group of political idealists who rap and remix America’s 
past and future.
Based on Bullins’ 1960s award-winning play “The Taking of Miss Janie,” it was acclaimed by 
Time Magazine as “a hot, sly, funny, sexy, drunken montage of black and white 
confrontation.” The new show “reminds me of growing up in Berkeley with its mixed 
neighborhoods of liberal, multi-cultural and interracial relationships.
“We lived in an apartment building with blacks, whites and Vietnamese. We had that 1970s 
funk going on the radio. And the Black Panthers weren’t too far away,” said Gold, 36, who 
has been obsessed with music since age 8.
“This play really has legs. Here we are 40 years later, and it has a whole new life with 
characters that are still fresh,” said the actor. Gold was recruited by Anthony Paul De Ritis, his 
former graduate student instructor at the University of California-Berkeley, where they met and 
forged a professional relationship beyond the college environment.
“Jude is a brilliant guitarist and brings in the style of a professional rock ‘n roll musician,” said 
co-composer De Ritis, Northeastern’s chair of the department of music, director of the 
multimedia studies program and associate professor of music technology and composition. De 
Ritis, who collaborated on the book and lyrics with Bullins, won an OBIE and New York Drama 
Critics Circle Awards for the original play.
With 13 songs in the show, “Janie’s Song” offers a variety of musical styles: jazz, rap, rock ‘n 
roll, Motown and Broadway-style show tunes as well as the spoken word. 
“The show needed a little shot of funk. Some of that back beat grizzle,” said Gold, who 
describes his colleague and East Coast friend as “larger than life. A super human with the 
ability to do 10 things at once, 23 hours per day, and with a smile the whole time.”
Along with his talents as a musician and composer, Gold is associate editor of Guitar Player, 
the world’s leading guitar magazine.
“The magazine, which has been around since 1967, is the old, new and current testament of 
guitars. It’s the Grand Central Station for guitars. Everything having to do with guitars comes 
through here. It’s no secret – it’s a dream job,” said Gold. 
“It puts me in direct contact with some of the greatest guitar players on the planet. They’ll sit 
down with me for a couple of hours and show me their stuff - their private reserve. And I’ll 
write about it. That’s the biggest perk of all,” said Gold, who, as a child, assumed his 
stepfather’s name.
“I’m a Viking basically (Finnish and Swedish), but growing up, we kept a kosher home and 
celebrated the serious Jewish holidays,” he said, recalling summers at Gan Israel Summer 
Camp, where he learned the Hebrew alphabet.
“We also went to the Chabad House, which was sandwiched in the middle of a row of frat 
houses at Berkeley. At the Chabad were the Jews observing Shabbos, and the houses on 
both sides of it were filled with frat boys having parties with kegs,” he recalled.
As for “Janie’s Song,” the collaborators are talking about an extended run beyond this 
weekend. “I hope it can stay alive and blossom with more petals on the flower,” said Gold, 
who feels the play “incites something in your brain.”
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“Janie’s Song” is on stage from Feb. 24-25 at Blackman Theatre at Northeastern University in 
Boston. Tickets cost $20. Information: 617-373-2247 or www.
centerforthearts.neu.edu.

OTHER HEADLINES
- 02/02/06Dance recalls Hasidic past

- 01/26/06Lesson in ‘Bride’

- 01/19/06Dancers bring heart to stage

- 01/12/06Making comedy

- 01/05/06Comic reinvents vaudeville

- 12/29/05‘Flowers of Red’ set in midst of Gaza Strip

- 12/22/05Low-brow comedy act returns to Boston

- 12/15/05Defeating the odds in ‘39 Pounds’

- 12/08/05Track 5 rocks

- 12/01/05Film series on Israel now showing in Newton

- 11/23/05Jewish authors speak in Brookline about ‘Guilt’

- 11/17/05Judaism rocks to reggae beat in ‘Awake Zion’

Subscribe to the Jewish Advocate today and save up to 64% on the newsstand price

Home
Advertise
About Us
Subscribe
Candle Lighting Time
Contact Us
Login
Register

© 2006 The Jewish Advocate. All rights reserved. Powered by 
For further information see our  and 

www.TotallyCommunications.com
terms of use privacy policy

2/26/06 5:26 PMThe Jewish Advocate | This Weeks Issue | Entertainment

Page 2 of 2http://www.thejewishadvocate.com/this_weeks_issue/entertainment/


