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3::i#Ai Anthony Paul De Ritis Kyle Gann 

The lecture "Mu~ic Critieisin in Proctice: Prepi;iration. Pcrfonn,)ncc. Publishing.'" presented by composer and rnusic 1cchnologis1. An1ho1ty Paul De 
Ritis ( ptj ji i~ ): and composer, author. and music critic Kyle Gann. will offer several perspcc1ivcs on dclinin.g music crilicism with particular emphasis 
on what i.:i. required to write n meaningful piece of music criticisll'I (music review) in 1hc contc.'l(t or con11:mporory classical music. Topics to be covered 
include: musical acsthc1ics; How to prepare for a music review (i.e .. wha1 should you do before the concert event?): Whal kind of notes should you take 
during 1hc cve:111 (i.e .. \Vhut notes should you take? Wha1 ~houtd you look (and listen) for?: ond How 10 write nn impac1ful mu~ic review 1ha1 lc:ives a 
lasting impression (i.e., what arc 1hc important componcnlS of a wTillcn review that is honcs1. unbiased, and balances objcctivc and subjcc1ive poinLli of 
view?) Time pcrmiuing. we will do a case s1u(ly where tog!!ther we re11ic-w a piece of ··new" music in on environmcn1 that engages studen1s in dialogue 
and meaningful audience interaction. 

Anthom• Paul De Ritis 
Described a~ "'An cclcc1ic whose works draw on popular and clcc1ronic music (and) Chine:,!! folklore and ins1rumen1allon" by The Wall S1rec1 

Journal. Anthony Paul De Ritis ( ~ttii~ ) is Jlrofc.ssor of Music at Nouhcastcrn Univcrsi1y in Bos1on. De Rili.s works frcqucn1ly with Chinese 1raditional 
instruments: in par1icular works composed for pipll virtuosi Min Xino-Fcn and Wu Man. The Ccniral Conservatory of Music in Beijing has published his 
Selected Works for Pipa (2016), where he also was in residence as a Fulbright Senior Research Scholar. And in October 2016, he was appointed a .. Spc• 
cial Profc~sor'' of 1hc China Conscrvutory or Music' s new "Beijing Advanced lnnova1ion Center for Chiuesc National School of Music:· De Rilis is. 
also a master of Ne" Media 3nd Art~ Management with the De Tao Ma:!ilcrs Academy and is a member of the International Editorial Bou rd of SAGE pub
lisher· :. journul uf Globul Media and China. in collaboration with 1hc Comrnunieation U1uvcrsi1y or China: and wus guest ediwr or lhc special issu~. 
"'Media and En1cnainmen1 lndus1ry: the \Vorld and China .. (Volume I, ls~uc 4). Prior 10 the COVID pandemic, De RitiSc offered lectures and maMcr 
cla,;:,cs ~ev~ral thn¢s per year in Beijing. including at lh\.'.: Chinn Conservu1or) of Mu~ic. Ce,urul Conscrva1ory ofMu:,ac. Communicntion Univcr~i•y or 
Chinn. nnd at Tslnghua University' s ~•Lab within 1hc School of Economics and Managl!ment. De Ritis completed his rh.D. in Music Composition a1 the 
Univcrsi1y of C:;lifornia. llcrkeley ( 1997) wirh an emphasis in compu1cr opplic,uion~. and an M.B.A. in High Tech from Nor1heusu:rn Univcrsi1y (2002). 

Kyle Gann 
Kyle Gann. born I 95S in Dallas. Texas. is a composer of both microtonal and conventionally- tuned music. and the au1hor of seven books on 

Amc?:rican rnusic. J lis mognum opus is Mypcrch1omn1ica (2015-17). o two-"nd•o-hol(-hour cycle of pieces for 1hrcc rc1Uncd. compu1cr-driven pianos in n 
33•tone scale. I !is boob include The A ri1hmc1ic of Lis1~ning: Tuning Theory and Histof) for 1he lmpractical Musicirtn ( University of Illinois Press. 
2019): Cirnrlcs lvcs's Concord: Essays Ar.er a Sonata (University of Illinois Press. 2017): Robert Ashley (Univcrsicy of Illinois Press. 2012): No Such 
Thing as Silence: John Cage's 4'33" (Yale University Press. 2010): Music Downtown: Writings from the Village Voice (Univcrsit) of California Press. 
2006): American Music in 1bc 201h Ccn,ury (Schirmer 13ooks, 1997): and The Music of Conlon Nuncarrow (Cambridge University Press. 1995). Since 
1997 he has taught a1 Oard Coltegc. where he 1s the Taylor Haw,1cr and Frances Bon le Hawver Professor of Music, and from 1986 to 2005 he was 1hc 
new-music critic for 1he VillRgc Voice. 
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